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Introduction 

 
The search for the ancestry of John and 

Gesche Kick began with the work of Opal 
Estella (Jarrell) Mead, great-granddaughter, in 
the 1960s, and with the work of others, 
including her first cousin and close girlhood 
friend, Idell Elizabeth (Kindt) Chaparro.  While 
searching courthouse records, Opal Mead 
obtained a photograph of what was apparently 
once a page from an old family Bible, giving the 
original German names and birthdates of the 
Kick (Kück) family members. The Bible 
photograph was made in Rio Blanco County, 
Colorado to document a birth record for John 
Kick, Jr., so that John could receive government 
benefits.   (A similar copy of this photograph has 
since been discovered as it was passed down to 
Mannel family members.)  Although some of the 
names were cut off by the photograph, the 
complete names were eventually reconstructed.  
Hyrum Mead, Jr., son of Opal Mead, had the 
Bible record translated in 1969, and this 
document has proven to be a vital link in tracing 
the family back to their ancestral origins, since it 
gave true names and birthdates. 
 In 2002 Darla Mader (ggggdaughter) and 
Hyrum Mead (gggrandson) who discovered each 
other while doing research independently began 
to collaborate in the effort to trace the Kick 
family line.  Darla had collected documents, 
letters, family notes and old photographs relating 
to the Kick family, greatly supplementing and 
adding to the work of Opal Mead.  Merging all 
that was known about the family, the effort to 
trace them back to their origins began in earnest.  
The following history is but a summary of the 
work represented by over 2,000 emails sent back 
and forth in this collaborative effort. 
 After many searches that came to dead ends, 
in 2003 Darla made a critical discovery from the 
records of the International Genealogical Index 
(IGI) as published on www.familysearch.org in 
which she found an extraction of the marriage of 
Johann and Gesche Kück from the Worpswede 
parish in Hanover.  Enthusiastic about the 
discovery, Darla employed the services of a 
professional genealogist from the area, Jens 
Mueller-Koppe, who both verified that the 
Worpswede marriage was in fact our family (a 
perfect match of their known birthdates was 
found in the baptismal records of the 
Worpswede), and in the process Jens found the 
work of Franz Stelljes who had extracted and 
organized the records of the Worpswede and 

surrounding parishes.  This made it fairly easy to 
trace the basic family lines in that area.  Had it 
not been for the discovery of the marriage entry 
in the IGI, however, we would have known 
through U.S. census records only that the family 
originated in Hanover.  With over 1,000 parishes 
in Hanover, Jens Mueller-Koppe predicted that 
our chances of locating the family would have 
been near zero.  The marriage extraction entry 
was entered into the IGI on October 18, 1995. 
 To get a more complete record of the 
ancestors of Johann and Gesche, Hyrum was 
able to make contact with Franz Stelljes and 
obtain copies of his book containing the 
extracted records of the Worpswede parish for 
Darla and himself.  Although in German, the 
records are well organized, containing tens of 
thousands of names, many of whom are relatives 
of our American Kick family.  Hyrum also 
learned enough Plattdeutsch to go to the original 
Worpswede parish records as they exist on 
microfilm at the Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, and further reproduced the 
original records of family members, beyond the 
work of Mr. Mueller-Koppe.  Family names 
continue back in the parish records of 
Worpswede and the surrounding parishes for 
hundreds of years.  For reference, the 
Worpswede parish records can be accessed 
through the Family History Library by calling up 
the following microfilm numbers:  FHL INTL 
Film 1189561 Items 2-3, FHL INTL Film 
1189562 Item 1.  Franz Stelljes, a distant cousin 
to the American Kick family who extracted and 
compiled the Familienbuch Worpswede, resided 
at Bodelschwinghstr. 2D – 53757, Sankt 
Augustin, Germany.  His email address was:  
F.Stelljes@t-online.de.  (Unfortunately, 
however, Mr. Stelljes has since passed away.) 
 It should be noted that we have not been 
able to discover the exact place of birth of 
Johann and Gesche’s oldest child, “Rose” 
(Gesche Alheit/Adelheid), who married Charles 
Kindt.  Her birth does not appear in the 
Worpswede parish records.  Searches in the 
surrounding parishes have thus far not located 
her birth record.  Early U.S. census records state, 
however, that she was born in Hanover, the old 
Kingdom. 
 We have not been able to locate the 
passenger record of Johann and Gesche Kück 
and their daughter, either at the port of 
embarkation or debarkation.  We assume that 
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they departed from Bremen, as that port was by 
far the closest to the Worpswede area.  It is also 
probable that they landed in New Orleans as did 
Johann’s sister Gesche, along with her husband 
Henrich Metscher.  New Orleans was the normal 
port of entry for German settlers destined for 
Missouri.  We might have expected the Kücks 
and the Metschers to have arrived together on 
the D. H. Watjen on November 25, 1857, but 
they were not listed with them.  Both the family 
tradition that their daughter, Rose, traveled to 
America when she was three years old and the 
census records put the Kücks arrival in 1856 or 
1857.  Many of the Bremen and New Orleans 
passenger records no longer exist, and so a 
record of their actual passage may never be 
found. 
 Locating Charles Kindt’s village of origin 
proved to be another significant challenge.  
After much effort and many dead ends, the 
family tradition that Charles had an older brother 
John turned out to be the key to that discovery.  
After eliminating all candidates for Charles’ 
brother Johann Kindt except one, in 2004 
Hyrum was able to locate the passenger records 
for Johann Kindt and his family as they left 
Hamburg.  On the Hamburg passenger records 
of embarkation the family’s village of origin was 
recorded.  This traced them back to the village 
of Klein Methling, which is within the Gross 
Methling parish in Mecklenburg.  The birth 
record of Charles Kindt (Carl Johann Theodor 
Kind) and most of the family was found in the 
records of the Gross Methling parish. The Gross 
Methling parish records are on FHL INTL Film 
69177 as can be accessed through the Family 
History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.  The 
birth record for Charles’ older brothers Johann 
(Johann Friederich Joachim) and Christian 
Heinrich August can be found in the Sanitz 
parish on FHL INTL Film 69565.  The birth date 
of Charles Kindt has been noted differently in 
different records.  A birth year of 1847 is cut on 
his gravestone at the Gardner Cemetery.    His 
birth date is shown as July 25, 1846 in the notes 
of Idell Kindt.   According to the baptismal 
record in the Gross Methling Luteran Parish 

(Evangelisch Gross Methling) he was born July 
26, 1846.  We have chosen to use the church 
record as the official birth date.  According to 
notes by Idell Kindt and others, Charles Kindt 
was born in “Rustoch,” Mecklenburg.  This 
reference would appear to be to Rostock, the city 
of importance in the area where he was born. 
 Why the Kück family spelled their name 
“Kick” after they arrived in Colorado is a matter 
of speculation.  “Kick” is not far from the 
original German pronunciation of the name, and 
perhaps it was easier to use among English 
speaking people.  In the same spirit, Johann 
went by John and Gesche went by Jessie or Jane 
in Colorado.  Further, their close neighbors were 
the Koch family, and perhaps the Kick spelling 
was used to better differentiate their name from 
their Colorado neighbors.  Koch family 
members still live at Hillside and own and 
operate the general store there.  Their ranch is 
supported by water drawn from the Kick Ditch. 
 A large number of documents have been 
used to establish the genealogical record of the 
family after they arrived in America such as 
census records, marriage records, death records, 
obituaries and sources of many other kinds.  
There are also hundreds of old family 
photographs that have come into our possession.  
Rather than simply listing our many references, 
we prefer to scan and preserve the original 
documents along with the photographs in digital 
form for reference and enjoyment of family 
members.   
 After documenting the ancestry of John and 
Gesche Kick, as we thus far have records, we 
felt the need to locate the members of their 
American family and include them in this 
history.  Not only did we want to share our 
common heritage with each of them, but we 
wanted to get to know our relatives.  It has been 
a joy to establish connections and learn of so 
many people, over 600 who we know of so far, 
who are part of the Kick family. 
 We are most grateful for the help of many 
family members with whom we have inquired 
for information.  Your contributions to this 
history are appreciated. 
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John and Gesche Kick, German Pioneers of Custer County, Colorado 
 

A historical sketch compiled in 2006 (revised 2012) from the research of Hyrum 
A. Mead, Jr. and Darla S. Mader, who are descendants of John and Gesche Kick 

 

 
 

John and Gesche Kick (Johann und Gesche Kück) 
 

John and Gesche Kick, who are buried in 
the Ula Cemetery west of Westcliffe, were 
German pioneers of Custer County, 
Colorado.  They and their family arrived in 
what is now Custer County in 1873,1 
moving there from their farm in Freedom 
Township near the town of Concordia, about 
50 miles east of Kansas City, in Lafayette 
County, Missouri.  The Kick family’s arrival 
in present Custer County may have been 
inspired by the 1870 movement of German 
farmers from the Chicago area to provide 
agricultural expertise to support the 
exploding mining population in Colorado.  
While John and Gesche were residing in 
Concordia, Johann Kindt and his family 
were traveling west from Bloomington, 
McLean County, Illinois, 130 miles 
southwest of Chicago, when they stopped in 
Concordia for a period, during which time 
Johann Kindt’s youngest brother, Charles 
Kindt, married John and Gesche Kick’s 
daughter Rose on March 22, 1872.  The 
Kicks and the Kindts later headed west 
together, Johann Kindt and his family 

                                                 
1 Custer County was created from part of Fremont 
County inl 1877. 

leaving the wagon company at the Kansas2 
border, and the Kicks and their extended 
family, including Charles Kindt, moving on 
to Colorado.  The Kicks and the Kindts 
established a ranch near modern Hillside3 at 
Brush Creek, on the northern border of what 
is now Custer County, and the “Kick Ditch” 
(as it is called to this day) flows west of 
Hillside, supported by water rights originally 
obtained by John Kick and Charles Kindt.  

  

 
Coat of Arms of the Kingdom of Hanover 

 
John Kick (christened as Johann Kück) 

and Gesche Kick (christened as Gesche 
Mohrmann, and who went by “Jessie” or 
“Jane” in Colorado), were both born in the 
tiny village of Ostendorf, which is attached 
to the Lutheran Worpswede Parish in 
Hanover.4   Hanover was an old Saxon 
kingdom closely tied to England, and a line 
of Hanoverian kings (George I, George II, 
George III, George IV and William IV) 
ruled England beginning in 1714 down to 
the time of the break from England  initiated 
                                                 
2 The parting at the Kansas border is a family 
tradition.  By 1880 two children, John and Mary, 
were married and living in Meridian, McPherson 
County, Kansas and daughter Fredericka was married 
and living in Miami, Paola County, Kansas. 
3 Hillside was not established until 1904. 
4 Hanover is now Niedersachsen or Lower Saxony, a 
province of far northwestern Germany.   
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by Hanover that occurred when Queen 
Victoria came to the throne in 1837.  The 
familiar language of the area was 
Plattdeutsch,5 a more ancient language than 
modern German.  The spelling of names and 
places there was often influenced by English 
as well as German.  

The land near Worpswede is a Holland-
like moor, and because it is so hard to farm 
it is known as “Teufelsmoor” (Devil’s 
Moor), plagued by flooding of the Hamme 
River.  John and Gesche would have been 
familiar with this old proverb concerning the 
strife of generations who settled in the moor:  
“For the first one the death, the second one 
the need and the third one the bread.”  When 
Johann and Gesche lived in the moor, the 
inhabitants depended largely on agriculture 
and cutting peat that could be moved by peat 
boat down the canals to the port city Bremen 
where it was sold for fuel.  Peat was also the 
usual building material for their homes.  The 
small settlements that surrounded the parish 
town, Worpswede, were connected to each 
other by dams or channels.  In spite of its 
hardships, the land was rich in beauty and 
folklore.  For example, the well-known 
fable, “The Fisherman’s Wife,” was adapted 
by the Brothers Grimm from an old 
Hanoverian tale. Today Worpswede is a 
tourist attraction and the home of a famous 
artist colony that was founded in 1889.  
Many well-known paintings were inspired at 
Worpswede. 

 

 
Peat Houses in the Moor 

                                                 
5 Plattduetsch is called “Low German” because of the 
lower elevation of the area in which it is spoken. 

 
A House and Peat Boat in the Moor 

 

 
A Peat Boat 

 
 

Johann Kück was born in Ostendorf on 
May 6, 1829 to Albert Kück and Margaretha 
Adelheid, whose maiden name was also 
Kück.  The family consisted of children 
from two marriages.  Albert was married 
first to Gesche Stelljes, and from this 
marriage only one of four children, Elise, 
lived to maturity.  A first son Johann and a 
stillborn twin brother were born April 28, 
1820, and Johann died January 19, 1821.  
Elise was born February 27, 1822, married 
Johann Metscher in a double wedding with 
Johann and Gesche and lived until 
December 16, 1866.  Trina was born March 
1, 1826 and died at eight years of age on 
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December 3, 1834.  Following the death of 
Albert’s first wife Gesche, who passed away 
February 10, 1828, Albert married 
Margaretha Adelheid (Ahleit) Kück on May 
4, 1828, and they had six children.  Johann6 
was the oldest, and survived to carry on the 
name of his father’s father, Johann Kück, 
who was born in 1765.  The other children 
were Hinrich born January 19, 1831 and 
died January 31, 1831, Hinrich born 
December 16, 1831 and died March 16, 
1833, Gesche born April 2, 1834 who 
married Hinrich Metscher and died in 
December 1857 after her journey to 
America, Thrina born October 3, 1836 and 
Gevert born March 31, 1839.   

 

 
 

In Teufelsmoor by H. W. Knorr, 2002 
 

 
 

Photograph in Teufelsmoor 
 

                                                 
6 John Kick of Custer County. 

Gesche Mohrmann was born in 
Ostendorf on January 28, 1830 to Johann 
Gottlieb Mohrmann and Mette Margrethe 
Kück.   She was in all likelihood named 
after her father’s mother, Gesche Garves, 
who was born in 1747.  The family 
consisted of six children.  Mette was born 
March 4, 1822, married Gevert Grotheer on 
January 25, 1848 and died with four children 
25 May 1860.  Trine was born February 10, 
1824 and died August 6, 1861.  Johann 
Hinrich was born June 17, 1826.  Anna was 
born December 14, 1828 and died March 30, 
1829.  Gesche7 was next.  Anna was born 
November 5, 1833 and died November 24, 
1855.  Becka was born May 18, 1836 and 
married Diedrich Böttjer on May 9, 1858. 

 

 
 

The Lutheran Church (Evangelish Worpswede) 
 

Johann and Gesche were married in the 
church (Evangelisch Worpswede) on 
November 26, 1852.  It was a double 
wedding in which Johann’s half-sister, 
Elise,8 married Johann Metscher the same 
day.  John and Gesche shared the common 
grandparents, Johann Kück and Cathrine 
Schumacher, making them first cousins, not 
uncommon in marriages of those days. 

 

                                                 
7 Gesche Mohrmann, wife of John Kick of Custer 
County. 
8 Daughter of Albert Kück through his first wife, 
Gesche Stelljes. 
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Prayers in the Moor by Fritz Macksensen, 1895 

 

 
Three Women in the Church by Wilhelm Leibl, 1882 
 

 
A field on Mt. Weyerberg where the earliest moor 
settlers farmed because it was above the flood plain. 

The Kück line goes back to among the 
earliest settlers who came to farm the moor 
in the early 1500s, and their records exist at 
Worpswede and the surrounding parishes.  
Gesche’s great-grandfather, Andraes 
Mohrmann, brought the Mohrmann line 
(also spelled Moorman) to the moor in the 
early 1700s, and her other family lines 
extend back further in that area.  At the time 
of their birth, both Johann and Gesche’s 
fathers were farm laborers (“Heuerling”), 
but over the years, Johann’s father Albert 
Kück was able to buy or establish a farm of 
his own in the village of Hüttenbusch,9 a 
remarkable accomplishment in those times, 
since farm land was almost impossible to 
obtain unless it was inherited.  Perhaps his 
father’s determination to better himself 
served as an inspiration for Johann Kück’s 
immigration to America. 
 

 
 

Gesche Alheit/Adelheid Kück (“Rose”) born in 
Hanover Dec. 21, 1853 

 
Johann and Gesche Kück’s daughter 

Rose, properly Gesche Adelheid,10 was born 
in Hanover on December 21, 1853.  Census 
records show that the family immigrated to 
America in 1856 or 1857.  At the time of the 

                                                 
9 Hüttenbusch is also attached to the Worpswede 
Parish. 
10 Alheit (also Ahleit) is informal for Adelheid. 
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1860 U.S. census Johann and Gesche were 
recorded living on their farm.11  While the 
closest post office was shown at Warsaw in 
Benton County, Missouri, the Range and 
Township of the farm shows that they must 
have been living rather close to Cole Camp.  
In addition to their daughter, Gesche Alheit 
or Adelheid, Johann and Gesche were also 
tending Adelheid Metscher, whose mother, 
Gesche Kück, was a full sister to Johann.  
Johann’s sister Gesche married Henrich12 
Metscher on December 3, 1854 at the church 
(Evangelisch Worpswede), and Gesche and 
Henrich arrived from Bremen on the sail 
ship D. H. Watjen in New Orleans 
November 25, 1857.  Gesche died a month 
after their arrival, leaving her ten-month-old 
daughter without a mother.  Henrich 
Metscher married Adelheid Scharnhorst in 
Lafayette County March 25, 1865, and at 
least by the time of the 1870 census had 
assumed care of Adelheid Metscher in 
Concordia, Missouri.  In addition, by 1870 
Henrich and Adelheid had four other 
children in their household:  Louise, 
Dorthea, Fritz and Sophie. 
 

 
Cole Camp Crest 

 

Although Missouri had been admitted to 
the Union as a slave state under the Missouri 
Compromise, the German population had 
grown very large in Missouri by the time of 
                                                 
11 The farm was located on Range 21 in Township 
42.  Cole Camp was located at Range 21 in Township 
43.  They are shown as John and Gesche Kuck in the 
1860 census. 
12 Shown as Hinrich in the Worpswede parish record. 

the Civil War, and as the Germans sided 
with the North, Missouri became a state at 
war with itself, and the German settlements 
became targets of severe persecution, 
leading to property destruction, injury to 
civilians and civilian deaths.  German 
families in Cole Camp and the surrounding 
areas were especially vulnerable to attack by 
bushwhackers13 and Confederates.  Many of 
the Kück family’s neighbors, as can be seen 
in the 1860 census, were Anglo settlers who 
would have sided with the South, increasing 
the potential for hostilities.  When the war 
began, Confederate forces rallied in the 
Warsaw area, and a "German Regiment" 
was mustered in the Cole Camp area in 
support of the North. It is likely because of 
rising hostilities shortly before the war that 
Johann and Gesche moved soon after the 
census was taken 60 miles northwest to 
Concordia (which means harmony), where 
all of their known American-born children 
were born.  Based on the statement in the 
obituary of their second child, Rebecca, that 
she was born in Concordia, the Kück family 
would have moved from Benton County to 
Concordia in Lafayette County, Missouri 
between the time of the 1860 census taken 
September 12 and Rebecca’s birth, which 
occurred November 5, 1860.  On April 12, 
1861 the first shots of the Civil War were 
fired at Ft. Sumter, South Carolina, and only 
eleven days later on April 23rd a crowd 
raised the rebel flag on the courthouse in 
Warsaw.  The Battle of Cole Camp was 
fought June 16, 1861, in which about 600 
German “Missouri Volunteers” stood up to 
the governor and his troops in an attempt to 
block their escape from Union forces that 
had driven them back.  In October 1861 
                                                 
13 “Bushwhacker” was a Missouri term for a thief, 
frequently unattached to the military forces of either 
the North or the South, who from the “bush” 
harassed, persecuted, attacked and killed to steal 
property from civilians.  The elderly, women, 
children and defenseless people were the favorite 
target of bushwhackers. 
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General Fremont’s troops demolished 
Warsaw, and the next month the town was 
burned by stragglers among the Union 
forces.  More skirmishes occurred in 1862 at 
Warsaw, and in 1863 Colonel Shelby’s 
troops burned Warsaw again.  Even in 
Concordia the German families were not 
removed from the war, but instead the 
location in western Missouri placed them 
squarely amid armed conflict between the 
secessionists and the Union troops, causing 
several civilian deaths in Concordia, and 
bushwhacking was a further problem.  No 
evidence has been found that John Kueck14 
fought in the Civil War. 

 

 
Re-enactment of the Battle of Cole Camp,  

scene of one of the first battles of the Civil War, 
fought June 19, 1861. 

 

Another motivation for the Kück 
family’s move from Benton County to 
Lafayette County may have been the 
shortage of good land due to the large 
number of German immigrants who had 
settled there.  By 1860 there were almost 
600 German families in the area, and later 
arrivals probably found the best lands and 
opportunities taken, as at least six of the 
families who arrived in 1857 were in the 

                                                 
14 Although it is uncertain how the family actually 
spelled the name themselves during this period, an 
umlauted “u” (ü) can be written as “ue,” making the 
spelling “Kueck” a common transcription of Kück 
into the English alphabet, and this is how the name 
appeared in the 1870 Federal Census.  After the 1870 
census Kück families in Concordia were often shown 
as simply Kuck, as was Johann and Gesche’s last 
name in the 1860 census at Benton County. 

Concordia area of Lafayette County by 
1870.   

In the German Lutheran community of 
Concordia, Lafayette County, Missouri, 
John and Gesche had the following four 
children:  Rebekka (Rebecca) born 
November 5, 1860, Katrina Margareta (who 
also went by Katie or Catherine) born 
January 19, 1863, Johann (John), Jr. born 
November 6, 1866 and Gessiena (Sena) born 
February 23, 1872.  In census records 
Gesche stated that she had a total of eight 
children, five of whom were living.  Three 
of her children remain unknown. 

The family experienced a happy reunion 
as Gesche’s widowed mother, Mette 
Margrethe Mohrmann, arrived in New 
Orleans from Bremen on October 29, 1860 
on the ship, Carl, along with Gesche’s sister, 
Rebecca (Becka), and her family. Gesche’s 
mother was in Concordia until her death on 
August 6, 1867.  Later, on October 17, 1868, 
Gesche’s brother, Johann Heinrich 
Mohrmann (Henry), arrived in New Orleans 
with his family, traveling from Bremen on 
the Louisiana to join his American family in 
Concordia. 

 

 
Rev. F. J. Biltz, who married Carl Kind and Adelheid 
Kück (Charles Kindt and Rose Kick), with his family 

 
While in Concordia, their first known 

child, Gesche Adelheid (who also went by 
Olie/Ollie and Rose or Rosa), married 
Charles Kindt on March 22, 1872.  Gesche 
Adelheid had both her mother’s first name 
and her father’s mother’s middle name 
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(Margarethe Adelheid Kück born in 1797).  
The Lutheran Rev. F. J. Biltz,15 the same 
man who had named the town Concordia 
after his eldest sister, performed the 
ceremony.  

 
 

Charles and Rose Kindt with son Harry 
 

Charles Kindt was born as Carl Johann 
Theodor Kind on July 26, 1846 in Klein 
Methling of the Gross Methling Lutheran 
Parish in Mecklenburg,16 to Joachim Gustav 
Heinrich Kind and Maria Dorthea Steffin.  
Carl Kind arrived in New York in 
September 19, 1871 from Hamburg on the 
ship Thuringia, and then joined up with his 
brother Johann (Johann Friedrich Joachim 
Kind), Johann’s wife Catharina Maria 
Sophia Englebrecht and their five surviving 
children of a total of eight born to that 
couple.   Johann, Sophie (as she was known) 
and four of their children had arrived in New 
York from Hamburg in November 1868 on 
the Cimbria.  Their only known American-
born child, Wilhelmina, was born in 1869 in 
Bloomington, McLean County, Illinois, and 
the family was present in Bloomington at 
the 1870 census.  Johann Kind was himself 
the oldest in a family of seven children born 
to Johann and Charles’ parents.  Johann and 
the second oldest child in that family were 
born in Barkvieren, Mecklenburg, which is 
attached to the Sanitz Lutheran Parish.  
                                                 
15 Franz Julius Biltz. 
16 Mecklenburg was then a part of Prussia, and is now 
a state or province in northeastern Germany. 

Charles was the youngest in the Kind 
family, all the remaining of whom were also 
born in Klein Methling, which is attached to 
the Gross Methling Parish in Mecklenburg.  

Charles and Rose in turn also had ten17 
children according to census records, of 
whom eight survived and had families of 
their own.  By 1900 Charles and Rose had 
moved to Rosita, Colorado where they had a 
farm.  Charles also owned a substantial 
sawmill operation using timber from the 
Wet Mountains.  In 1910 the family moved 
to Gardner in Huerfano County.  Charles 
was an excellent farmer and turned what 
was once sagebrush land into an orchard and 
farmland irrigated by water from the Muddy 
Creek west of Gardner.  Charles’ skills as a 
farmer came from experience that went back 
to his boyhood in Mecklenburg, where his 
father was a “Heuerling” or farm laborer.  In 
the 1867 census of Mecklenburg Charles 
Kindt18 was himself working as a 
“Heuerling” in Neu Pannekow, not far from 
Klein Methling where his brother Johann’s 
family and widower father still resided in 
the front, main floor of a farmhouse there 
that would have contained several families, 
typical for the time.  The following year his 
brother Johann’s family emigrated.  Charles 
later followed them from Mecklenburg, but 
had not recorded with them by the 1870 
census.  According to family tradition, 
Charles’ departure from Mecklenburg, like 
that of many other young men of his 
generation who planned on coming to 
America away, was also an opportunity to 
avoid or desert from an otherwise mandatory 
conscription to the Prussian Army. The 
closest major city to all of this rural area in 
Mecklenburg is Rostock, and Charles Kindt 
identified Rostock, Mecklenburg as his 
place of origin to his children, as it takes a 

                                                 
17 Two of the ten children Rose stated she had in 
census records are unknown, and are assumed to have 
died young. 
18 Shown as Carl Kindt in the Mecklenburg census.  
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fairly detailed map to even find little 
villages like Klein Methling, Neu 
Pannekow, Barkvieren or Zornow.  In the 
1930 U.S. census, the last census in which 
Charles appeared before his death, he made 
a particular point to have it recorded that he 
was born in Mecklenburg, rather than just in 
Germany, and that both of his parents were 
also born in Mecklenburg.  

 

 
 

Carl Johann Christopher Kindt, the first grandchild of 
John and Gesche Kick, born Dec. 20, 1874, 

 in his christening dress 
   

Rose died September 14, 1912, and 
Charles died January 12, 1933, both in 
Gardner.  They are buried together in the 
Gardner Cemetery.  The birth year for 
Charles Kindt is incorrectly inscribed on his 
headstone as 1847, rather than 1846.  The 
spelling Kind and Kindt are pronounced 
about the same in German, and were used 
interchangeably.19   
                                                 
19 Charles Kindt was known as Carl Johann Theodor 
Kind in the Klein Methling parish record of his birth, 
and as Carl Kindt in the 1867 Mecklenburg-Schwerin 
census.  His name was spelled Carl Kind in the ship 
passenger list at his possible crossing on the 
Thuringia and on his marriage certificate from 
Concordia, Missouri.  In the record of the birth of his 
first son as recorded at the Hope Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Westcliffe, Colorado, his name 
was written with the High German spelling Karl 
Kind.  In the 1880 U.S. census his name is shown as 

 The names of their children were largely 
taken from family members on the Kick and 
Kindt lines, such as Carl Johann Christopher 
(who also had a son Clarence Gustav named 
after Joachim Gustav Heinrich Kind born in 
1798, father of Carl or Charles Kind/Kindt), 
John from Johann, Albert (who was the 
father of John Kick), Mary (from the 
German “Maria” in Maria Dorthea Steffin, 
mother of Charles Kindt, born in 1807), 
Katie and Sena.  Mary Kindt’s name is 
shown as Maria in the church book at Hope 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Westcliffe.  
The eight surviving children of Charles and 
Rose were:  Carl Johann Christopher, who 
married Lena Theresa Oelrich; John, who 
married Nettie King; Albert, who married 
Effa (Effie) Catherine Fizer; Mary, who 
married first Friedrich Wilhelm Youch 
(Jauch) and after Friedrich’s death married 
Robert Nathan Jarrell; Katie, who married 
Albert Samuel Wetmore; Sena, who married 
James Rufus Wood; William, who married 
first Florence M. Reed and second Beda J. 
Cruber; and Harry, who married first Ivydell 
Gurther and second Rose Evelyn Rowe. 

 

 
 

Charles Kindt’s Sawmill 
 

                                                                         
Charles Kint, a phonetic attempt at the pronunciation.  
In his citizenship paper made the same year, he 
finally appears as Charles Kindt.  Thereafter the 
surname seems to be uniformly written as Kindt, 
coupled with a substitution of  the English ,“Charles” 
for the German, “Carl.”  
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 After the family moved to Hillside in 
Custer County, the spelling of John and 
Gesche’s surname became Kick 
(pronounced somewhat like the German 
reading for Kück), and three of their 
daughters were married in Custer County. 
   

 
 

Rebecca Kick (Rebekka Kück) born Nov. 5, 1860 in 
Concordia, Lafayette County, Missouri 

 

Rebekka (Rebecca) was married to 
Jacob Ernwein at Brush Creek near Hillside 
on June 26, 1881 by Rev. William A. 
Amsbary of Ula.  Rebecca was probably 
named after her mother’s sister, Becka 
Mohrmann, born in 1833.  Rebecca’s 
husband Jacob was born in New York in 
1853 and died a fairly young man on April 
19, 1890, after the couple had five children, 
three of whom survived to adulthood.  Jacob 
is buried in an unmarked grave at the 
Greenwood Cemetery in Canon City.  
Rebecca and her three children who lived to 
maturity (William Henry, Charles Alfred 
and Ella May) moved to Meeker, Colorado 
in February of 1915.    A daughter Ella May, 
born in 1887, was one of two children who 
died young.  Rebecca died in Meeker 
January 18, 1945, and is buried in the 
Highland Cemetery at Meeker.  Although 
one of her children, Charles Alfred, married 
Betty Elizabeth Tillotson late in his life, 
none of Rebecca’s children had descendants.  
Rebecca’s daughter Anna M. Ernwein may 
have been named after Rebecca’s mother’s 

aunt, Anna Mohrmann, born in 1828.  
Rebecca’s sons were partners who became 
prosperous cattlemen in Meeker, buying and 
selling land until they eventually owned 
what was considered the best ranch holdings 
in Rio Blanco County, lying along the White 
River (Rio Blanco) valley as it flows by 
Meeker.  The Highland Cemetery overlooks 
what was once the Ernwein Brothers Ranch.  
William Ernwein, the last surviving member 
of the Ernwin family, was generous with his 
wealth, loaning money to many people who 
needed it, forgiving those debts in his will 
and passing an inheritance on to his cousins. 
 

 
Rebecca and Jacob Erwein with children 

 

 
 

Carl, Willie, Ella and Rebecca Ernwein 
 

 
Some of the former Ernwein Brothers’ Ranch as 
viewed from the Highland Cemetery in Meeker, 

Colorado, lying along the White River valley. 
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Katie Kick (Katrina Margareta Kück) born Jan. 19, 
1863 in Concordia, Lafayette County, Missouri 

 
Katrina Margareta (who went by Katie 

or Catherine) was married to John Anthony 
Smith on July 1, 1894 at Silver Cliff by Rev. 
Charles F. Schillinger of the First 
Presbyterian Church at Silver Cliff.  Katie 
was probably named after her mother’s 
sister, Trine Mohrmann, born in 1824, and 
potentially after both of her grandmothers, 
Margretha Adelheid Kück and Mette 
Margarette Kück, both born in 1797.  John 
Smith, a respected blacksmith in Silver 
Cliff, was a widower with six children 
(Daisy M., Ora, Charles Giger, Dollie 
Gladys, Katherine (Katie) A. and Earnday 
Leroy) who were born in Missouri and 
Arkansas from his previous wife, Lydia.  
After beginning married life in Silver Cliff, 
John and Katie later moved to their ranch at 
Blizzardine, where they resided for many 
years.  John A. Smith was born June 7, 1855 
in Jacksonville, Illinois and died October 29, 
1934 in Pueblo, Colorado.  He is buried in 
the Ula Cemetery.  Katie died October 1, 
1936 in Canon City and is buried next to her 
husband.  The only known child born to 
Katie was a premature infant son who died 
the day after his birth in 1902.   
 

 
 

Above: John A. Smith and Katie Kick’s wedding 
photo.  Below: Katie standing and Sena sitting. 
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Sena Kick (Gessiena Kück) born Feb. 23, 1872 in 
Concordia, Lafayette County, Missouri 

 

Gessiena (Sena) was married to Alwan 
(Alvin) Mannel on April 11, 1897 in Brush 
Creek by Rev. John M. Barnhart of Silver 
Cliff.  The couple met while Alvin was 
working as a hand on the Kick ranch.  They 
lived for a time at Hillside where their first 
child John Alvin (Johnny) was born, moved 
between Canon City and Westcliffe for a 
time, then moved from Canon City to 
Meeker, Colorado in September of 1915, 
and purchased the old Walrad place in 
Powell Park, which they improved and 
added to, making it one of the best 
producing ranches in the valley.  Sena’s 
sister Rebecca and her family had moved to 
that area seven months earlier.  The 
Ernweins and the Mannels were considered 
pioneer families in Rio Blanco County.  
Because of Alvin’s failing health, Alvin and 
Sena sold the ranch to their sons about 1933 
and a few years later moved to Grand 
Junction where Alvin eventually died.  After 
Alvin’s death in 1947, Sena moved back to 
Meeker where she died also.  The Mannels 
had four children:  John Alvin who married 
Roberta Jane Jacobs; Vella, who married 
Earl Archibald Sopher; Amy May, who 
married Roy Gordon Harper; and Albert 
William, who married Laura May Smith.  
Their son Johnny was probably named after 
Sena’s father Johann Kück, and their son 

Albert was probably named after her father’s 
father, Albert Kück, who was born in 1794.  
Sena’s husband Alvin was born June 14, 
1873 in Strassberg, Germany to Eduard 
Heinrich and Augusta Maennel.  After 
finishing his schooling in Lagenbach, 
Germany at the age of 14, Alvin came to 
America to join his mother, Augusta, who 
had already located in Fremont County, 
Colorado at Canon City.  Alvin Mannel died 
August 31, 1947 in Grand Junction, 
Colorado.  Sena died October 14, 1955 in 
Meeker.  Both are buried at the Highland 
Cemetery in Meeker. 
 

 
 

Marriage photo of Sena Kick and Alvin Mannel 
 

John and Gesche’s only son, John, never 
married, and lived with family members for 
most of his life.  He suffered from a mental 
handicap, and died at the Colorado State 
Hospital in Pueblo, Colorado April 4, 1949. 
He is buried in the Highland Cemetery at 
Meeker next to Sena and Alvin Mannel. 
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John Kick, Jr. (Johann Kück) born Nov. 6, 1866 in 
Concordia, Lafayette County, Missouri 

 
 

John Kick, Jr. in later years 
 

John and Gesche were part of the 
congregation of the Hope Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Westcliffe, which to this 
day is attached to the conservative Missouri 
Synod originally formed by German settlers 
in Missouri.  Rev. F. J. Biltz, who married 
Charles Kindt and Rose Kick, was in fact 
highly instrumental in the spread of the 
Missouri Synod to the western states.  
According to the Lutheran church book that 
was kept in German at Westcliffe into the 
1930s, John Kick (Johann Kück in the 
church record) died August 19, 1896 of 
heart disease “herzkrankheit.”  He passed 
away in Hillside.  We assume that it was his 
wife, Gesche, who had these inscriptions 

written on his gravestone:  "In his death his 
wife and children lost a true, kind, 
affectionate and loving husband and father."  
"In the midst of life we are in death.”  
Gesche died of gastric carcinoma on 
October 3, 1906 in Canon City.  Her 
gravestone now in disrepair read:  “In loving 
remembrance my ‘Gusha’ (Gesche) wife of 
John Kick.” Their graves are together at the 
Ula Cemetery. 

John and Gesche Kick lived lives of 
adventure, beginning with their youth in the 
moorlands of northwestern Germany, then 
facing America in the midst of a civil war 
during their stay in Missouri and finally 
arriving in the highlands of America below 
the majestic peaks of the Continental Divide 
as formed from the Sangre de Christo 
Mountain Range.  Their objective was to 
build a better life for themselves and their 
family, of whom over 600 descendants have 
thus-far been documented. 

 

 
 

Photo of a Bible record of the Johann Kück family.  
The fate of original is unknown. 
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Map of Worpswede and the Surrounding Area 
 

This detailed map of Worpswede and the surrounding area shows Ostendorf, southwest of Worpswede, where Johann Kück and 
Gesche Mohrmann were born.  North of Worswede is Hüttenbusch where Johann Kück’s mother, Margaretha Adelheid Kück, was born 
and where his father, Albert Kück, owned a farm later in his life.  Many of the other small villages were locations where Johann and 
Gesche’s ancestors lived, as will be seen in the genealogy.  Before coming to Ostendorf, Gesche’s father, Johann Gottlieb Mohrmann 
was from Bergedorf, just east of Worpswede.  Being first cousins, Gesche’s mother’s parents and Johann’s father’s parents were the 
same, Johann Kück and Cathrine Schumacher of Wörpedahl, just southwest of Ostendorf.  Some relatives also lived in the areas of 
neighboring parishes such as Scharmbeck, Sankt Jürgen and Lilienthal.  The canals connecting the villages and farm areas can be 
seen on the map.  Note the individual farm houses shown.  Bremen, the well-known port city that competed with Hamburg, was the 
major place of commerce for the area, and being only 18 miles from Worpswede, would have been the logical port where Johann and 
Gesche embarked for America. 
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Winter vista of the Sangre de Christo Mountains overlooking the old Kick Ranch in Colorado. 
 

Below are the sandstone gravestones of John and Gesche Kick in the Ula Cemetery west of Westcliffe.  
Gesche’s headstone has since fallen into further disrepair. 

 
 

                                           


